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Essential Contest Solos for the Intermediate Snare Drummer
10 Unaccompanied Pieces at Grades 3-4+

Written in conjunction with “Essential Contest Solos for the Young Snare
Drummer”, the solos in this collection a variety of styles: Rock, Jazz, Latin, Gaelic,
Contemporary and Rudimental. They may be @sed for contest/festival or for
study. Special Snare “effects” are used througheut the book such as stick shots,
playing on the rim, rim shots, and clave (or.CxOss stick).

Rolls specified are closed-orchestralstyle (a smooth long tone of indeterminate
multiple bounces, buzz roll) and the-open-rudimental style (the double-bounce
or “mama-dadda” roll, RRLL or lLRR) where a specified number of strokes are
indicated.

Some sticking suggestions*have been included to help the player achieve the
proper style and phrasing=Dynamics and expression marks should bexfollowed
carefully. Metronome=markings are suggestedtempos for performance.

For consistenéy.0f 'sound the player showuld strike the Drungthedd in the same
area with the left and right sticks listening closely for a matchedtone. For a crisp,
snappy tergztune the snare heady(bottom) to the same ‘erhigher pitch as the
batter head (top). Many players fune on or close torthe note "G”.

PERCUSSION SERIES FROM MURRAY HOULLIF

Developing the Complete Percussionist with
Contest Solos For The Young Series

Written by Murray Houllif to provid€ young students with quality sole material for contest, recital
or study, this series features styflistically diverse pieces to déVelop young percussionsts’ skills.
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4 On the Dotted Line

Snare Drum MURRAY HOULLIF
b. 1948
Grade 3, Duration 1:40 ( )

Allegretto J = 100-108
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On the Dotted Line 5
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6 Bumblebee

Snare Drum (All "buzz" rolls) MURRAY HOULLIF
b. 1948
Grade 3, Duration 1:55 ( )

Moderato J =88-92
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Bumblebee 7
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Hemispheres

Snare Drum MURRAY HOULLIF
b. 1948
Grade 3, Duration 1:40 ( )

March o = 80-88
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Hemispheres 9
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10 Six for Sticks

Snare Drum MURRAY HOULLIF
b. 1948
Grade 3, Duration 1:30 ( )

Bouncy J =66-72
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Six for Sticks 11
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12 Tito's Mambo

Snare Drum MURRAY HOULLIF
. b. 1948
Grade 3+, Duration 1:35 ( )
(Strike Rim & Head (Tip of stick on head -
Simultaneously) left of center butt strikes rim)
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Tito's Mambo 13
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14 Paradiddle Gumbo

Snare Drum MURRAY HOULLIF
b. 1948
Grade 4, Duration 1:50 ( )
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Paradiddle Gumbo 15
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o The Bopster

Snare Drum MURRAY HOULLIF
b. 1948
Grade 4, Duration 1:40 ( )
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*Stick Shot: Tip of (L) Stick on drum, strike 5" up w/(R) Stick
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The Bopster 17
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18 Morse Code

Snare Drum MURRAY HOULLIF
b. 1948
Grade 4, Duration 1:30 ( )

Each beat in the solo represents a Morse Code letter or number. The long rolls
represent a period at the end of a sentence.

The rhythmic notation spells out the following:

Samuel B. Morse invented the code in 1835. It was a major achievement in the
American 19th Century. We can bE most proud!
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20 Isometric

(Closed Rolls) MURRAY HOULLIF

(b. 1948)

Snare Drum
Grade 4, Duration 1:00

Moderato o =92-96 &) = 184-192
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22 Permutations

Snare Drum MURRAY HOULLIF
b. 1948
Grade 4+, Duration 1:40 ( )
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23

Permutations
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Shake a Stick at These Solos

(For Snare Drummers at all Ability Levels)
by Murray Houllif
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