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Eric Richards

Eric Richards is a versatile and widely performed composer/arranger, conductor, frombonist, and educator active in
a wide range of musical media and genres. He has written music for groups ranging from rural high school marching
bands to chamber music ensembles to nationally recognized big bands and symphony orchestras. Eric’'s work as a
composer/arranger and frombonist has been heard on six confinents in performances and recordings by professional
and academic ensembles in major concert venues across the United States, Europe, Australia, Asia and India.

Dr. Richards currently serves as the Director of Bands and Jazz Studies at Sheridan College in northern Wyoming. From
2008 — 2015, he served as tenured Associate Professor of Composition and Jazz Studies in the Glenn Korff School of
Music at the University of Nebraska-Lincoln.

From 1984 — 2004, Eric served as Composer/Arranger wii The Unite fes Army Field Band, the Army’s premiere
fouring musical organization based near Washington DC. Audiences worldwide en his mus@) zz orchestra, wind ensemble, symphony
orchestra, and voices. To hear his online portfolio, visit his Ericrich page on SoundclonQ
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“Sunset Chill” was composed in the summer of 2025, inspired by the “@oas Qchool of jazz musicians and writers. The teaching intent is to
provide students with the opportunity to experience this style, with o@ hasis onY

*
* Relaxed, legato eighth notes in a “Light Swing” style. The *g?el shqg & lighter and not overly “tripletized”.
The rhythmic feel should be slightly more oriented TOWOQV ei%@’res.
nswIN e

e Excellent tone from everyone with well-balanced sec’r'{ de passages. Focus on the internal section parts in fuller textures.
@OLOS

should feel free to play more than one chorus, if desired. Pia ar, or Bass solos would also fit well within the concept of the fune. The solo changes
are crafted to be very "user-friendly”. The entire solo sectio generally be navigated with just two scales: C Natural Minor and C Dorian.

The solo section begins at m. 44. There is one chorus%n sugge &solo fo be used as a point of departure for Alto Sax 1 and Trombone 1. Each soloist
|
n
There is an ensemble “solo send-off” in mm. 44-48 tha Qbe played for every soloist’s first chorus but does not need to be played every fime.
THE ENSEMBLE HIGHLIGHT
Measure 61 begins a passage that features the full band. This is an opportunity fo work on dynamics (especially piano) and phrasing. The dense nature
of some of the voicings here provides an opportunity to work on infonation in every section and throughout the entire band.

| hope you enjoy “Sunset Chill”!
—Eric Richards

SoloMqte SoloMate recordings are rhythm section only tracks
with the changes from the solo section of the chart.

Practice Improvisal'ion Go to kendormusic.com and search the title of this piece.
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