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SoloMate
Practice Improvisation

SoloMate recordings are rhythm section only tracks
 with the changes from the solo section of the chart.

Go to kendormusic.com and search the title of this piece.

Mike Tomaro
Mike Tomaro is a Saxophonist, composer, arranger, and educator based out of the Pittsburgh, PA area. His is the Director of Jazz 
Studies Program at the Mary Pappert School of Music in Duquesne University in Pittsburgh, PA, a position he has held since 1997. 
Mike has over 200 published compositions and arrangements. His work in all capacities can be heard on numerous recordings, 
including four of his own.

Mike co-authored the textbook Instrumental Jazz Arranging: A Comprehensive and Practical Guide (Hal Leondard Publications), with 
his long-time mentor, Dr. John Wilson, who was Director of Jazz Studies at Duquesne University from 1972-1996.

Mike is the Co-Artistic Director of the Pittsburgh Jazz Orchestra, the PJO Youth Band, and Artistic Director of the National Jazz 
Workshop at Duquesne University.

Deadline Shuffle
I’ve become infamous with Doug Beach for barely making writing deadlines in the past; “Deadline Shuffle” was written in honor of that (of course, true to form, it barely made it). 

The indicated 140 BPM is the perfect tempo for this composition. It’s a bit down from a typical shuffle, which gives it that “in the pocket” feel and the rhythm section should 
strive to capture that. All the 8ths in this piece should be played smoothly and swing pretty hard in keeping with this style. However, there is a specific stylistic concept for 
some 8th notes that should be mentioned before continuing. In mm. 21, 22, 37, 38, 114, 116-118, anytime the swing 8ths are indicated using triplets, the first of the two 
notes (the one on the downbeat that has a staccato articulation) should be clipped.

The intro starts at F and should grow to f by m. 6, then decrescendo back to F in m. 9 where the Saxes play the melody. The brass section has punches between the 
melody phrases; these should be played as crisply as possible. The indicated Trombone solo at m. 41 could be opened for other soloists if desired (the same with the Tenor 
Sax solo at m. 75). The chord changes for this tune are very blues-oriented, so less experienced improvisers can navigate most of them using only the concert “F” blues 
scale. When backgrounds are cued, they should support the soloist and not overshadow them. There is an ensemble chorus at m. 59 that separates the solo sections. The 
dynamic variance in this section is what makes it exciting; the band should examine all the dynamics here and play them accordingly (almost to the point of exaggeration). 
M. 101 is the shout chorus, traditionally the loudest part of a jazz ensemble arrangement. The horns should play with a big sound but not overblow. At the end of m. 112, 
the rhythm section should drop down to F (maybe even P), and, as the music builds to the end, each horn section takes a turn playing a version of the melodic “hook” 
of this piece, ending at f f playing a very intense chord.

For 
Prev

iew
 O

nly
 

Ken
do

r M
us

ic 
Pub

lis
hin

g



&
&
&
&
&

&
&
&
&
?
?
?
?

&

&
?
?

÷

##
##
#
#
##
#
#
#
#

b
b
b
b

b

b
b
b

44

44

44

44

Alto Sax 1

Alto Sax 2

Tenor Sax 1

Tenor Sax 2

Baritone Sax

Trumpet 1

Trumpet 2

Trumpet 3

Trumpet 4

Trombone 1

Trombone 2

Trombone 3

Trombone 4

Guitar

Bass

Drum Set

Piano

‰
‰
‰
‰
jœ

‰
‰
‰
‰

‰
‰
‰
‰

jœ

‰
jœ
jœ

Jœ
jxœ
F

F

F

F

F

"In the Groove" Shuffle q = 140
Œ œ œ œ œ œ œn
Œ œ œ œ œ œ œn
Œ œ œ œ œ œ œn

Œ œ œ œ œ œ œn

w

∑
∑
∑
∑

∑
∑
∑
∑

œ œ œ œ œ

∑

œ œ œ œ œ
œ œ œ œ œ

1

Œ x œ x œ
xœ i Œ xœ i

F
F
F
F

w
w
w
w

.˙ ‰ jœ
∑
∑
∑
∑

‰ .œ .œ Jœ

‰ .œ .œn Jœb

‰ .œ .œb Jœ
‰ .œ .œ Jœ

œ œ œ œ œ

‰ ..œœ ...œœœnb jœœœb
œ œ œ œ œ
œ œ œ œ œ

2

Œ x œ x œ
xœ i Œ xœ i

F
F
F
F

Œ œ œ œn œ œ œ
Œ œ œ œn œ œ œ
Œ œ œ œ œ œ œn

Œ œ œ œ œ œ œn

w
∑
∑
∑
∑

w
w
w
w

œ œ œ œ œ

www
œ œ œ œ œ
œ œ œ œ œ

3

Œ x œ x œ
xœ i Œ xœ i

w
w
w
w

.˙ ‰ jœ

∑
∑
∑
∑

‰ .œ .œ Jœ

‰ .œ .œn Jœb

‰ .œ .œb Jœ
‰ .œ .œ Jœ

œ œ œ œ œ

‰ ..œœ ...œœœnb jœœœb
œ œ œ œ œ
œ œ œ œ œ

4

Œ x œ x œ
xœ i Œ xœ i

Œ œ œ œn œ œ œn

Œ œ œ œn œ œ œ
Œ œ œ œ œ œ œb
Œ œ œ œ œ œ œ
.˙ ‰ jœ
Œ œ œ œ œ œ œn

Œ œ œ œ œ œ œ
Œ œ œ œn œ œ œb
Œ œ œ œn œ œ œ#
.˙ ‰ Jœb
.˙ ‰ Jœ
.˙ ‰ Jœb
.˙ ‰ Jœ

œ œ œ ‰ JÛ

...˙˙̇ ‰ jœœœbbb

œ œ œ ‰ Jœœn
œ œ œ œ œ

5

Œ x œ x œ
xœ i Œ xœ i

C7(#9)#5
C7(#9)#5

Í
Í
Í
Í
Í

Í
Í
Í
Í

F
F
F
F

Í
Í
Í
Í

.˙ œb œn

.˙ œb œn

.˙ œn œn

.˙ œ# œ

.˙ œ œ

.˙ œ# œ

.˙ œb œn

.˙ œb œn

.˙ œ# œ

.˙ œb œn

.˙ œb œn

.˙ œb œn

.˙ œ œb

’ ’ ’ Û Û

...˙̇̇ œœœ#nn œœœ

..˙̇ œœœ## œœœb
œ œ œ œ œ

6

Œ x œ x œ
xœ i Œ xœ xœ i

F13E13

E13 F13

f
f
f
f
f

f
f
f
f

f
f
f
f

f

f

f

∑
∑
∑
∑
∑

∑
∑
∑
∑

∑
∑
∑
∑

’ ’ ’Œ

Ó œœ œœ Œ
Ó œœ# œœ Œ
œ œb œ œb

7

Œ œ œ œ
‰ jx xœ x x x xœ x

D7(#9)#5F9

D7(#9)#5

≤Cl\o\s\e\d\ \H\.\H\.\ \&\ \\\ÜS\n\are¥

∑
∑
∑
∑
∑

∑
∑
∑
∑

∑
∑
∑
∑

’ ’ ’ ’

œœ ‰ jœœbb Œ ‰ jœœ
œœnn ‰ Jœœbn Œ ‰ Jœœb
œ œ œ œn

8

œ œ œ œx x xœ x x x xœ x

G13 C7(#9)#5
F9G13 C7(#9)#5
F

>

>

>
>

> i

>
>
>
>

- - >

- - >
- - >

>

> >
> >
> >
> >

- - - >

> >
- - - >
- - - >

>
>
>
>

- - >

- - >
- - >

>

> >
> >
> >
> >

- - >

> >
- - >
- - >

>
>
>
>
>

>
>
>
>
>
>
>
>

- - >

>
- - >
- - >

>
>
>
>
>
>
>
>
>
>
>
>
>

>

>
>

>

>
>

> >

. > >
. > >

> >

3

TDB2601FS

MIKE TOMARO 
(ASCAP)

Full Score
Deadline Shuffle

COPYRIGHT © 2026 BY DOUG BEACH MUSIC (ASCAP) - USED BY PERMISSION
ALL RIGHTS RESERVED - INTERNATIONAL COPYRIGHT SECURED - MADE IN THE U.S.A. 

SOLE SELLING AGENT: KENDOR MUSIC, INC. A DIVISION OF EXCELCIA MUSIC PUBLISHING, LLC
Recording available on all major streaming services

For 
Prev

iew
 O

nly
 

Ken
do

r M
us

ic 
Pub

lis
hin

g



&
&
&
&
&
&
&
&
&
?
?
?
?

&

&
?
?
÷

##
##
#
#
##
#
#
#
#

b
b
b
b
b

b
b
b

A. Sx. 1

A. Sx. 2

T. Sx. 1

T. Sx. 2

B. Sx.

Tpt. 1

Tpt. 2

Tpt. 3

Tpt. 4

Tbn. 1

Tbn. 2

Tbn. 3

Tbn. 4

Gtr.

Bass

Drums

Pno.

Œ œ œ# œ œ ‰ Jœn

Œ œ œ# œ œ ‰ Jœn

Œ œ œ# œ œ ‰ Jœb

Œ œ œ# œ œ ‰ Jœb

Œ œ œ# œ œ ‰ Jœn

∑
∑
∑
∑
∑
∑
∑
∑

’ ’ ’ ’

˙̇ œœœ ‰ jœœœ###
˙̇ œœb ‰ Jœœ#
œ œb œ œ

9

’ ’ ’ ’

F9

B13

F9

F
F
F
F
F

F
F

F

Continue Groove Simile

9 w
w
w
w
w

∑
∑
∑
∑

Ó Œ œb œ

Ó Œ œ œb

Ó Œ œb œ
Ó Œ œn œb
’ ’ ’ ’
...˙̇̇ œœœ### œœœnnn
..˙̇ œœ# œœbn
œn œn œ œ

10

‘

B13

Bb9

B13

F
F
F
F

Œ œ œ# œ œ ‰ jœn
Œ œ œ# œ œ ‰ jœn
Œ œ œ# œ œ ‰ Jœb
Œ œ œ# œ œ ‰ Jœb
Œ œ œ# œ œ ‰ jœn

∑
∑
∑
∑
∑
∑
∑
∑

’ ’ ’ ’
Ó œœœ ‰ jœœœbb
Ó œœb ‰ Jœœb

œb œ œ œ

11

‘

Bb9

Db9

Bb9

(3)

‰ jœ Œ Ó
‰ jœ Œ Ó
‰ jœ Œ Ó
‰ jœ Œ Ó
‰ jœ Œ Ó
Ó œ œ# œ
Ó œ œ# œ
Ó œ œ# œ
Ó œb œn œn
Ó œ œn œ

Ó œ œ# œ

Ó œ œ# œ
Ó œb œn œb
’ ’ Û Û Û
˙̇̇ œœœb œœœnbn œœœn
˙̇ œœb œœ#n œœb
œb œb œb œn

12

œ œ œ œ œx x xœ x xœ i xœ xœ i

Eb9 E9 F9Db9

Eb9 E9 F9

Eb9 E9Db9

F
F
F
F

Œ œ œ# œ œ ‰ Jœ

Œ œ œ# œ œ ‰ Jœ

Œ œ œ# œ œ ‰ Jœ

Œ œ œ# œ œ ‰ Jœ
Œ œ œ# œ œ ‰ Jœ

∑
∑
∑
∑
∑
∑
∑
∑

’ ’ ’Œ

Ó œœœ ‰ J
œœœnn

Ó œœb ‰ Jœœ#
œ œ œ œ

13

Œ œ œ œ
‰ jx xœ x x x xœ x

F9

D7(#9)#5
F9

œ œ œn ‰ Jœ œ œ
œ œ œn ‰ Jœ œ œ
œ œ œb ‰ Jœ œ œ
œ œ œb ‰ Jœ œ œ
œ œ œn ‰ Jœ œ œ

∑
∑
∑
∑
∑
∑
∑
∑

’ ’ ’ ’
www
ww
œ œ œ œ#

14

œ œ œ œx x xœ x x x xœ x

D7(#9)#5

D7(#9)#5

˙ œn œ œ
˙ œn œ œ
˙ œn œ œ
˙ œn œ œ
˙ œn œ œ

∑
∑
∑
∑
∑
∑
∑
∑

’ ’ ’ ’
‰ jœœœ Œ ...œœœbb jœœœ
‰ Jœœn Œ ..œœb Jœœb
œ œn œb œb

15

‘

G9 Db9

G9 Db9 C9

G9 Db9

∑
∑
∑
∑
∑

Ó ‰ .œn

Ó ‰ .œb
Ó ‰ .œ
Ó ‰ .œb
Ó ‰ .œb

Ó ‰ .œ

Ó ‰ .œb
Ó ‰ .œn
’ ’ ‰ .Û

Ó ‰ ...œœœ#n#
Ó ‰ ..œœ#
œ œ œ œn

16

œ œ Jœ .œx x xœ x jx ..xœ

C9 B9

B9

C9 B9

Œ œ œ# œ œ œ œn

Œ œ œ# œ œ œ œn

Œ œ œ# œ œ œ œb

Œ œ œ# œ œ œ œb
Œ œ œ# œ œ œ œn
œ Œ Ó
œn Œ Ó
œ Œ Ó
œb Œ Ó
œ Œ Ó
œb Œ Ó
œ Œ Ó
œb Œ Ó
’ ’ ’ ’
˙̇̇nbn œœœ œœœ Œ
˙̇bn œœ œœ Œ
œb œ œb œn

17

œ œ œ œ
xœ i x xœ x x x xœ x

Bb9

Bb9

Bb9

17>
>
>
>
>

.
>. >

>
>
>
>

>>

>
>
>
>
>

.
>. >

>
>
>
>
>

. >
. >
. >
. >
. >
. >
. >
. >
. >

. >

. >

>

>
>
>

>
>

. >
. >

> >

> >
> >
> >
> >
> >

> >

. >

. >

. >

. >

. >

> >
> >

>
>
>
>
>
>
>
>
>
>
>

> >

>
>
>
>
>

^
^
^
^
^
^
^
^

>
>

> >

4 Deadline Shuffle - Full Score

TDB2601FS

For 
Prev

iew
 O

nly
 

Ken
do

r M
us

ic 
Pub

lis
hin

g



&
&
&
&
&
&
&
&
&
?
?
?
?

&

&
?
?

÷

##
##
#
#
##
#
#
#
#

b
b
b
b
b

b
b
b

A. Sx. 1

A. Sx. 2

T. Sx. 1

T. Sx. 2

B. Sx.

Tpt. 1

Tpt. 2

Tpt. 3

Tpt. 4

Tbn. 1

Tbn. 2

Tbn. 3

Tbn. 4

Gtr.

Bass

Drums

Pno.

œ œ œ œ Ó
œ œ œ œ Ó
œ œ œ œ Ó
œ œ œ œ Ó
œ œ œ œ Ó
Ó Œ ‰ Jœ#
Ó Œ ‰ Jœb
Ó Œ ‰ jœb
Ó Œ ‰ jœ
Ó Œ ‰ Jœn

Ó Œ ‰ Jœ#
Ó Œ ‰ Jœ
Ó Œ ‰ jœ

‘

œœœ ‰ jœœœ Ó
œœb ‰ Jœœ Ó
œ œb œ œ

18

œ œ œ œx x xœ x x x xœ x

Œ œ œ# œ œ œ œn

Œ œ œ# œ œ œ œn

Œ œ œ# œ œ œ œn

Œ œ œ# œ œ œ œn

Œ œ œ# œ œ œ œn

œ Œ Ó
œn Œ Ó
œn Œ Ó
œn Œ Ó
œ Œ Ó
œn Œ Ó
œb Œ Ó

œ Œ Ó
’ ’ ’ ’

‰ jœœœ Œ œœœ œœœ Œ
‰ Jœœb Œ œœ œœ Œ

œ œ œ œ

19

‘

F9

F9

F9

œ œ œn œ Œ ‰ Jœ
œ œ œn œ Œ ‰ Jœ

œ œ œn œ Œ ‰ Jœ
œ œ œn œ Œ ‰ Jœ
œ œ œn œ Œ ‰ Jœ

∑
∑
∑
∑
∑
∑
∑
∑

’ ’ ’ ‰ jœ
œœœnn ‰ J

œœœ Œ ‰ jœœœœ# ‰ Jœœ Œ ‰ jœœn
œ œ œ œ# œ

20

œ œ œ œ œx x xœ x x x xœ xœ i

D7(b9 )#5
D7(b9 )#5 Gmin7

D7(b9 )#5 As Written

œ
3

œn ‰ œ
3

œ ‰ œ
3

œn ‰ œ
œ

3

œn ‰ œ
3

œ ‰ œ
3

œn ‰ œ
œ

3

œn ‰ œ
3

œ ‰ œ
3

œb ‰ œ
œ

3

œn ‰ œ
3

œ ‰ œ
3

œb ‰ œ
œ

3

œn ‰ œ
3

œ ‰ œ
3

œn ‰ œ

∑
∑
∑
∑
∑
∑
∑
∑

œ œ œ œn

œœ œœb œœœ œœœn
œœ œœ œœb œœn
œ œ œ œn

21

Œ œ œ œ
‰ jx xœ x x x xœ x

F7/A Bb9 Bµ7

3

Jœb œ
3

œn ‰ œ œn œ œ# œ
3

Jœb œ
3

œn ‰ œ œn œ œ# œ
3

Jœb œ 3œb ‰ œ œn œ œ# œ
3

Jœb œ 3œb ‰ œ œn œ œ# œ
3

Jœb œ
3

œn ‰ œ œn œ œ# œ

∑
∑
∑
∑
∑
∑
∑
∑

œ œ œb œn œ

œœœb# œœœb œœœn œœœn## œœœnn
œœ œœ œœbb œœnn œœb

œ œ œb œn œ

22

œ œ œ œ œx x xœ x x x xœ xœ

C7(#9)#5 D7(#9)#5 Eb13 E9 F9

∑
∑
∑
∑
∑
∑
∑
∑
∑

‰ .œb œ œb œ
‰ .œb œ œb œ
‰ .œb œ œb œ
‰ .œb œ œb œ
‰ .œb œ œb œ

∑
‰ .œb œ œb œ
‰ .œb œ œb œ

23

‰ .œ œ œ œ
.x œ œ œ

∑
∑
∑
∑
∑

Ó ‰ .œ

Ó ‰ .œb
Ó ‰ .œb
Ó ‰ .œb
Ó ‰ .œ#

Ó ‰ .œ#
Ó ‰ .œn
Ó ‰ .œn
Ó ‰ .Û

‰ ..œœ J
œœ ...œœœn#

Ó ‰ ...œœœ##
Ó ‰ .œ

24

Ó Jœ .œ‰ jx iŒ ‰ ..xœ

E13

E13

On Bell 
of Cymbal

Œ œ œ# œ œ ‰ Jœn

Œ œ œ# œ œ ‰ Jœn

Œ œ œ# œ œ ‰ Jœb

Œ œ œ# œ œ ‰ Jœb

Œ œ œ# œ œ ‰ Jœn
œ Œ Ó
œn Œ Ó
œn Œ Ó
œn Œ Ó
œ Œ Ó
œ Œ Ó
œb Œ Ó

œ Œ Ó
’ ’ ’ ’
œœœ Œ œœœ ‰ jœœœ###œœœb Œ œœ ‰ Jœœ#

œ œb œ œ

25

œ œ œ œ
Àxœ i x xœ x x x xœ x

F9

B13F9F13

F9
≤Rid\e\ \C\y\Üm\.\\ \&\ \\\ÜS\n\are¥

25 w
w
w
w
w

Œ œ œb ‰ jœ œn œ
Œ œ œb ‰ jœ œn œ
Œ œ œb ‰ jœ œn œ
Œ œ œb ‰ jœ œn œ
Œ œ œb ‰ Jœ œb œ
Œ œ œb ‰ Jœ œb œ
Œ œ œb ‰ Jœ œb œ
Œ œ œb ‰ Jœ œb œ

’ ’ ’ ’

...˙̇̇ œœœ### œœœnnn

..˙̇ œœ# œœbn
œn œn œ œ

26

œ œ œ œ
x x xœ x x x xœ x

B13

Bb9

B13

. >
. >

> >

>
>

>
>
>

^
^
^
^
^
^
^
^

> >
> >

>
>

>
>
>

>

. > >

. > >

>
> >

. - . - . -

. - . - . -

. - . - . -

. - . - . -

. - . - . -

- - -

- - -
- - -

> >

> - . - - - - >
> - . - - - - >
> - . - - - - >
> - . - - - - >
> - . - - - - >

- - - >

- - - >
- - - >

>
> >

> . >
> . >
> . >
> . >
> . >

> . >
> . >
> . >

>
>
>
>
>
>
>
>
>

> >
>
>
>

>
>
>
>
>

^
^
^
^
^
^
^
^

^ . >
^ . >

> > >

> >
> >
> >
> >
> >
> >
> >
> >

>
>

> >

5Deadline Shuffle - Full Score

TDB2601FS

For 
Prev

iew
 O

nly
 

Ken
do

r M
us

ic 
Pub

lis
hin

g



&
&
&
&
&
&
&
&
&
?
?
?
?

&

&
?
?
÷

##
##
#
#
##
#
#
#
#

b
b
b
b
b

b
b
b

A. Sx. 1

A. Sx. 2

T. Sx. 1

T. Sx. 2

B. Sx.

Tpt. 1

Tpt. 2

Tpt. 3

Tpt. 4

Tbn. 1

Tbn. 2

Tbn. 3

Tbn. 4

Gtr.

Bass

Drums

Pno.
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‰ jœ Œ œ œ# œ
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3

Jœb œ 3œb ‰ œ œn œ œ œn
3

Jœb œ 3œb ‰ œ œn œ œ# œ
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F
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C7(#9)#5 D7(#9)#5 Eb13 E13 F13
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