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SoloMate
Practice Improvisation

SoloMate recordings are rhythm section only tracks
 with the changes from the solo section of the chart.

Go to kendormusic.com and search the title of this piece.

Alone Time
“Alone Time” is an original pensive, thoughtful ballad reminding us all of the need to have some time to ourselves for balance and reflection. 
The piece mixes pedal points and remote key centers to create a beautiful experience for the listener and performer.

Right at the top the mood is established with some clustered harmonies. The Trumpets with harmon mutes should be balanced so the tension 
comes through. Be sure to establish the 1/8th note with your players, so these entrances are balanced and precise. The melody is always lyrical 
and the Trombones set that at ms. 5. Measure 25 is our first big moment of the chart but be reserved so that things later will really have an 
impact.

The Piano soloists left hand is important since no one else provides harmonies and the Bass is pedaling. Measures 29-33 could all be whole notes 
in the left hand. Solo here certainly could be improvised, but there is one provided. The short Trumpet solo at 37 starts out in a straight 1/8th note 
style but starts swinging at bar 43. Really have the drums lay down heavy triplets in bar 44 as we are headed to some serious swing!

Measure 47 is in a hard, ballad swing style! Laid back and BIG! Lionel Hampton’s “Frame for the Blues” comes to mind. The chart breathes 
leading into 58 and establishes the straight 1/8th feel again. Be sure your Drummer with brushes on the snare isn’t swinging. I like a nice dramatic 
pause before the last 4 measures and then cue all the last half notes. Be sure the harmon muted Trumpets come out. Remember, it’s not the 
dynamic where they are playing, but the dynamic the audience hears.

“Alone Time” is a very approachable ballad for concerts and contests. It’s a nice alternative to ballads that are individual features as it stresses 
ensemble and sectional playing. Please feel free to contact me with your questions and comments.
 
kris@krisbergjazz.com

Kris Berg
As a bassist, Kris tends to start original compositions from the “bottom” up, starting with a groove or rhythmic chord 
progression idea and composing melodies over the top. For his arrangements, Kris loves to “change” things up 
including meter, style, tempo or “de-construction” of the melody.
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Jazz Quest Series  Grade 1
Easy on the Swing  Peter Blair
(Based on the chord changes to Easy to Love by Cole Porter)
QJK2601

Soft Lights  Peter Blair
(Based on the chord changes to The Nearness of You by Hoagy Carmichael)
QJK2602

Georgia On My Mind   Hoagy Carmichael, arr. Peter Blair
QJK2603
    

Jazz Gateway Series  Grade 1½
    

Coming in Hot  Greg Yasinitsky
GJK2601

Caught in the Act of Swinging  Terry White
GJK2602

Havana Good Time  Kris Berg
GJK2603

Smooth Cruise  Terry White
GJK2604

Rock On, Hanukkah!  Jamie Roth
(Hanukkah, Oh Hanukkah)
GJK2605
    

Jazz Trek Series  Grade 2
Buddy Boy  Greg Yasinitsky
TJK2601

Tune for T  Jeff Jarvis
TJK2602

Brewed in Rio  Vince Gassi
TJK2603

The Angels Sing       Richard Storrs Willis, arr. Peter Blair
(It Came Upon the Midnight Clear)
TJK2604

Sunset Chill  Eric Richards
TJK2605

Sweet Cakes and Honey Jerry Tolson, arr. Peter Blair
(From "The Jazz Commandments")
TJK2606    

Jazz  Journey  Series  Grade 3
Snarkitude  Eric Richards
JJK2601

Fixin' To  Clifton Jones
JJK2602

Silent Night  Franz Gruber, arr. Jeff Jarvis
(Flugelhorn Feature)
JJK2603

Alone Time  Kris Berg
JJK2604

Kinda Horace  Dave Hanson
JJK2605
    

Jazz  Summit Series  Grade 4 & Up
Something for Perkins  Craig Skeffington
SJK2601

Westside Funk  Greg Yasinitsky
SJK2602

You're Not Wrong  Kris Berg
SJK2603

Jazz en la Playa  Jeff Jarvis
(Jazz on the Beach)
SJK2604

KENDOR JAZZ QUEST SERIES Grade 1

Georgia On My Mind
HOAGY CARMICHAEL

Arranged by PETER BLAIR

KENDOR JAZZ GATEWAY SERIES Grade 1 1/2
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Havana Good Time
KRIS BERG

KENDOR JAZZ TREK SERIES Grade 2

Sweet Cakes and Honey
From The Jazz Commandments

JERRY TOLSON
Arranged by PETER BLAIR

KENDOR JAZZ JOURNEY SERIES Grade 3

Snarkitude
ERIC RICHARDS

KENDOR JAZZ SUMMIT SERIES Grade 4

Jazz en la Playa
JEFF JARVIS
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