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Kris Berg

As a bassist, Kris tends to start original compositions from the “bottom” up, starting with a groove or rhythmic chord
progression idea and composing melodies over the top. For his arrangements, Kris loves to “change” things up
including meter, style, tempo or “de-construction” of the melody.

Alone Time

“Alone Time" is an original pensive, thoughtful ballad reminding us all of the need ve SO o ourselves for balance and reflection.

The piece mixes pedal points and remote key centers to create a beautiful exp@ or{b’ ner and performer.

Right atf the fop the mood is established with some clustered harmonies. The pefts < rmon mutes should be balanced so the tension

comes through. Be sure to establish the 1/8th note with your players, so th entran balanced and precise. The melody is always lyrical

and the Trombones set that at ms. 5. Measure 25 is our first big mom he ut be reserved so that things later will really have an
*

impact. A\

The Piano soloists left hand is important since no one else provid rmonie{apd the Bass is pedaling. Measures 29-33 could all be whole notes
in the left hand. Solo here certainly could be improvised, b ISone Ided. The short Trumpet solo at 37 starts out in a straight 1/8th note
style but starts swinging at bar 43. Really have the drums lawdown he plets in bar 44 as we are headed to some serious swing!

Measure 47 is in a hard, ballad swing style! Laid b c@& BIG! Hampton's “Frame for the Blues” comes to mind. The chart breathes
leading into 58 and establishes the straight 1/8th f%goin. Be&re your Drummer with brushes on the snare isn’t swinging. | like a nice dramatic
pause before the last 4 measures and then cue all The la otes. Be sure the harmon muted Trumpets come out. Remember, it's not the
dynamic where they are playing, but the dynamic the agdTce hears.

“Alone Time" is a very approachable ballad for cgn and contests. It's a nice alternative to ballads that are individual features as it stresses
ensemble and sectional playing. Please feel fr ntact me with your questions and comments.

kris@krisbergjazz.com

SoloMqte SoloMate recordings are rhythm section only tracks
with the changes from the solo section of the chart.

Practice |mpl"OViSCI'|'iOI1 Go to kendormusic.com and search the title of this piece.
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