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SoloMate
Practice Improvisation

SoloMate recordings are rhythm section only tracks
 with the changes from the solo section of the chart.

Go to kendormusic.com and search the title of this piece.

Eric Richards
Eric Richards is a versatile and widely performed composer/arranger, conductor, trombonist, and educator active in 
a wide range of musical media and genres. He has written music for groups ranging from rural high school marching 
bands to chamber music ensembles to nationally recognized big bands and symphony orchestras. Eric’s work as a 
composer/arranger and trombonist has been heard on six continents in performances and recordings by professional 
and academic ensembles in major concert venues across the United States, Europe, Australia, Asia and India.

Dr. Richards currently serves as the Director of Bands and Jazz Studies at Sheridan College in northern Wyoming. From 
2008 – 2015, he served as tenured Associate Professor of Composition and Jazz Studies in the Glenn Korff School of 
Music at the University of Nebraska-Lincoln.

From 1984 – 2004, Eric served as Composer/Arranger with The United States Army Field Band, the Army’s premiere 
touring musical organization based near Washington DC. Audiences worldwide enjoyed his music for jazz orchestra, 

wind ensemble, symphony orchestra, and voices. To hear his online portfolio, visit his Ericrich page on Soundcloud.

Snarkitude
“Snarkitude” was written for the 2024 Wyoming All-State Jazz Ensemble as a festival concert finale. The goal was to capture the great tradition and 
modern development of the New Orleans “2nd Line” brass band as represented by groups like:

• The Dirty Dozen Brass Band
• Rebirth Brass Band
• Youngblood Brass Band

Active Listening together in rehearsal to the above groups will be a powerfully effective teaching tool to create an authentic and soulful performance!

The general eighth note feel is hard swing layered above the earthy funk groove in the rhythm section. If possible, additional percussion (Snare, Marching 
Bass Drum, Cowbell, Tambourine) could be added to really bring that “2nd Line” vibe! This is especially effective at the open Drum solo at m. 105.

The “snark” in “Snarkitude” is represented by the plunger mute figures in the brass. This chart would be a good way to work on that technique with your 
Trumpet and Trombone players. If some of the plunger mute figures turn out to be too much to coordinate physically, feel free to edit or delete some 
of them as needed.

Measure 33 and 125 (recap), this is the bridge of the tune. It’s important for the Tenor Saxophones and Trombones 1-2 to phrase together here with 
smooth, swinging legato 8th notes. Keep the dynamic no louder than mezzo forte.

SOLOS
The solo section begins at m. 81. The solo changes are crafted to be very “user-friendly”. The entire solo section can generally be navigated with just 
four scales: G Blues, B≤ Blues, C Blues, and D Blues.

THE ENSEMBLE HIGHLIGHT
The big moment for the band occurs at m. 141. There is a lot of rhythmic unison in here so that the band can work for a powerful intensity. Singing the 
rhythms together over a metronome or the rhythm section groove can yield great results.

I hope you enjoy “Snarkitude”!
–Eric Richards
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Written	for	the	2024	Wyoming	All-State	Jazz	Ensemble
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Jazz Quest Series  Grade 1
Easy on the Swing  Peter Blair
(Based on the chord changes to Easy to Love by Cole Porter)
QJK2601

Soft Lights  Peter Blair
(Based on the chord changes to The Nearness of You by Hoagy Carmichael)
QJK2602

Georgia On My Mind   Hoagy Carmichael, arr. Peter Blair
QJK2603
    

Jazz Gateway Series  Grade 1½
    

Coming in Hot  Greg Yasinitsky
GJK2601

Caught in the Act of Swinging  Terry White
GJK2602

Havana Good Time  Kris Berg
GJK2603

Smooth Cruise  Terry White
GJK2604

Rock On, Hanukkah!  Jamie Roth
(Hanukkah, Oh Hanukkah)
GJK2605
    

Jazz Trek Series  Grade 2
Buddy Boy  Greg Yasinitsky
TJK2601

Tune for T  Jeff Jarvis
TJK2602

Brewed in Rio  Vince Gassi
TJK2603

The Angels Sing       Richard Storrs Willis, arr. Peter Blair
(It Came Upon the Midnight Clear)
TJK2604

Sunset Chill  Eric Richards
TJK2605

Sweet Cakes and Honey Jerry Tolson, arr. Peter Blair
(From "The Jazz Commandments")
TJK2606    

Jazz  Journey  Series  Grade 3
Snarkitude  Eric Richards
JJK2601

Fixin' To  Clifton Jones
JJK2602

Silent Night  Franz Gruber, arr. Jeff Jarvis
(Flugelhorn Feature)
JJK2603

Alone Time  Kris Berg
JJK2604

Kinda Horace  Dave Hanson
JJK2605
    

Jazz  Summit Series  Grade 4 & Up
Something for Perkins  Craig Skeffington
SJK2601

Westside Funk  Greg Yasinitsky
SJK2602

You're Not Wrong  Kris Berg
SJK2603

Jazz en la Playa  Jeff Jarvis
(Jazz on the Beach)
SJK2604

KENDOR JAZZ QUEST SERIES Grade 1

Georgia On My Mind
HOAGY CARMICHAEL

Arranged by PETER BLAIR

KENDOR JAZZ GATEWAY SERIES Grade 1 1/2
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Havana Good Time
KRIS BERG

KENDOR JAZZ TREK SERIES Grade 2

Sweet Cakes and Honey
From The Jazz Commandments

JERRY TOLSON
Arranged by PETER BLAIR

KENDOR JAZZ JOURNEY SERIES Grade 3

Snarkitude
ERIC RICHARDS

KENDOR JAZZ SUMMIT SERIES Grade 4

Jazz en la Playa
JEFF JARVIS
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