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A Little Christmas Spirit

God Rest Ye Merry, Gentlemen; O Christmas Tree; Jingle Bells

The Bossa Nova groove is a great change of pace style that easily fits into any program. This chart provides young musicians with an excellent opportunity to learn about
this exciting style of music. And it fits with these three Christmas classics perfectly.

The foundation to a successful performance of this arrangement lies in the groove created by the rhythm section. The even eighth note Bossa Nova groove should have a
strong drive to it throughout the chart.

All players should closely observe all articulation markings. Singing the ensemble parts is a great way to hel# t@ gain a grasp of the articulations. Since the groove in
the rhythm section is such an essential element of the chart, the horn players should all pay close attenti % oove and the time.

The solo section at bar 31 may be opened up. Improvisation should be encouraged, but written golgs & ided. The Drums are featured at bar 69 playing around the
ensemble figures. Keep this simple so that the tempo stays constant.

The Drum fill at bar 84 should pick the tempo up slightly for the last part of the chart and the hould an.

The Jazz F L@);on
0

All the charts in the Jazz Foundations Series are scored at the easy level. been made them be good teaching tools and also musically satisfying. The
rhythmic figures that are used are all fundamental patterns that are geen ver in mofg advanced literature. The goal is that the students will learn more than just
this particular piece of music. It is hoped that they will learn conc can take yi to other charts.

Each of the compositions in this series provide the director withgn al unlimi @ of instrumentation options. Parts are provided for full jazz ensemble plus Flute,
Clarinet and F horn. The music is scored for four horn parts, instrumentm& d to parts based upon range and voicing considerations.
Parts are assigned as follows: 0

Part 1 —Alto Sax 1, Trumpets 1 and 2 O &Q

Part 2 — Alto Sax 2, Trumpets 3 and 4

Part 3 —Tenor Sax 1, Trombones 1 and 2

Part 4 —Tenor Sax 2, Trombones 3 and 4, Baritone Sax

With each of the four parts assigned, the charts will sound full and complete. The director may then add as many parts as desired past the initial four as long as some effort
is made to retain a reasonable balance. They may also be used in a combo setting.

The solo sections in these pieces are a good place for young players to get their first experience creating an improvised solo. There are two sample solos provided with each
chart. These are transposed for the various instruments so that anyone can use them, but the players should be encouraged to step away from the written solos or at least
to begin to embellish them with some of their own ideas.

We hope that these charts prove to be successful for you and your students and that they serve as a valuable resource in your library for years to come.
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God Rest Ye Merry, Gentlemen
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