KENDOR APEX STRING ORCHESTRA SERIES

o INSTRUMENTATION
Griot’'s Dance
(GREE-oh’s Dance) 8 - 1st Violin
8 - 2nd Violin
3 - 3rd Violin (Viola T.C.)
. . 5-Viola
Kirt Mosier 5 - Cello

5-Bass

GRADE 3+ « DURATION 3:05

EXTRA SCORES & PARTS AVAILABLE

To The Director

Griot’s Dance is an exciting work for string orchestra that utilizes calypso rhythms to tell it's powerful story.
Calypso rhythms originated from Afro-Caribbean music in Trinidad during the 17th century. These sounds
were brought to Trinidad by African slaves that were brought to the Caribbean island to work on sugar
plantations. This music is characterized by it's lively rhythms and rich harmonic vocals. It is often led by a
griot. Griots are West African poets, musicians and dancers who tell stories and lead songs. In Francis
Bebey's book, African Music, A People’s Art, he writes:

“The West African griot is a troubadour, the counterpart of the medieval European minstrel... The griot knows
everything that is going on... He is a living archive of the people’s traditions... The virtuoso talents of the griots
command universal admiration. This virtuosity is the culmination of long years of study and hard work under the
tuition of a teacher who is often a father or uncle. The profession is by no means a male prerogative. There are
many women griots whose talents as singers and musicians are equally remarkable.”

Griot’s Dance utilizes the keys of G minor and D minor. Because of the transitional nature of the piece, a key
signature is not utilized. The players are able to see accidentals on all of the notes that make the tonalities
speak.

All instruments are given equal treatment in receiving exciting melodic content as well as calypsodic
rhythmic accompaniments. It is imperative that the accented rhythms be performed with a strong pulse.

KIRT MOSIER

Internationally known composer and conductor, Kirt Mosier was director of orchestras at Lee's Summit West High School (MO), and has
also taught orchestration and arranging as an adjunct professor at UMKC Conservatory of Music in Kansas City, Missouri. He is also the
founding teacher of the Digital Media Technology program at Summit Technology Academy which is housed by the Lee’s Summit R7
School District.

Mr. Mosier has twice won national composition awards, and has conducted numerous all-state and honor orchestras throughout the
United States and abroad. In addition, he has frequently been utilized as a keynote speaker at conferences. He has been the orchestra
vice-president for the state Missouri Music Educators Association, and is currently the president of American String Teachers Associa-
tion for the state of Missouri.
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Griot’s Dance - 2
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Griot’s Dance - 3
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Griot’s Dance - 4
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Griot’s Dance - 6
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Griot’s Dance - 7
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