
FULL  SCORE

KENDOR APEX STRING ORCHESTRA SERIES

1812 Overture
GRADE 4+  • DURATION 5:50

Pyotr Il’yich Tchaikovsky
(1840 - 1893) 

arranged by Deborah Baker Monday

To The Director

This arrangement focuses on the Russian themes contained in the original; Orthodox chorale, Russian 
military theme, U Vorot (At the Gate folksong), and God Save The Tsar. The French national anthem, La Mar-
seillaise, was excluded in order to offer an arrangement consisting of a multitude of themes which lead to a 
satisfying feeling of the grandeur within a reasonable time. Many minutes of the original include quite a few 
battles between the Russian themes and the French national anthem, therefore by omitting those, it creates 
a reasonable duration for a grade 4+ performance. 
  
The 1812 Overture, Op. 49 debuted in 1882. Tchaikovsky himself conducted another performance of this 
piece at the dedication of Carnegie Hall in New York City. This was one of the first times a major European 
composer visited the United States. 
  
1812 Overture is a grand commemorative piece originally written to be played at the dedication of the 
Cathedral of Christ the Savior in Moscow which was commissioned in 1812 to celebrate the Russian victory 
over Napoleon’s forces. It is filled with themes which represent the French and Russian armies in various 
moods and intensities. 
  
The percussion parts, although optional, will add a tremendous amount of power to the piece.   

A recording of this piece can be downloaded at www.kendormusic.com

DEBORAH BAKER MONDAY

Deborah Baker Monday has 34 years of string teaching and conducting experience which is reflected in her well-crafted compositions 
and arrangements. She has presented at many national ASTA conferences, the Midwest Clinic and the Ohio State University String 
Teacher Workshop as one of the leading contributors to the pedagogical string orchestra repertoire.

INSTRUMENTATION
 1 - Full Score
 8 - 1st Violin
 8 - 2nd Violin
 3 - 3rd Violin (Viola T.C.)
 5 - Viola
 5 - Cello
 5 - Bass
 1 - Percussion (opt.)
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FULL SCORE

Pyotr Il’yich Tchaikovsky

arr. Deborah Baker Monday

1812 Overture 

Grade 4+

duration ca. 5:50
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116 Allegro Vivace  q = 160
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