
FULL  SCORE

KENDOR VOYAGER STRING ORCHESTRA SERIES
Dedicated to the students and teachers of the Georgia Chapter 
of the American String Teachers Association.

Springer 
Mountain Morning
(based on versions of “Bonny James Campbell”)

GRADE 2  • DURATION 3:20

arranged by Andrew H. Dabczynski

To The Director

Both the serenity and eager anticipation of a day on the Appalachian Trail are reflected in this piece, based on the old Appalachian 
ballad/fiddle tune Bonny James Campbell. Each section will enjoy opportunities to play melodies, rich harmonies, and driving rhythms. 
Creative doubling and repetition make it approachable, yet appropriately challenging, for young players. 

Following a 4-measure introduction, the violas and celli play the flowing Scottish/Appalachian ballad melody, Bonny James Campbell 
(aka Bonny George Campbell), while violins accompany with chords and counterpoint, and basses provide a pizzicato underpinning 
(measures 5-21). This section is repeated, adding a 6 measure transitory extension (measures 22-27). A suddenly faster tempo at
measure 28 announces a new introductory section in 4/4. The 1st Violins then present the “A” section of the pentatonic fiddle tune 
Bonny James Campbell, with a spare accompaniment in the other instruments (measures 32-35). Notice that all the 8th notes in this 
section, and for the remainder of the piece, should have a swing or lilting feel. The 2nd Violins join the 1st Violins as the “A” section 
is repeated (measures 36-39), while the violas provide a rhythmic “shuffle” back-up, and the celli/basses offer an open harmony and 
rhythm. This accompaniment continues as the violins play 2 statements of the 4-measure “B” section of the tune (measures 40-47). 
Roles are then reversed: violas/celli play the melody; 1st Violins provide a shuffle rhythm; 2nd Violins play an off-beat backup (A sec-
tion: measures 48-55; B section: measures 56-63). Basses provide a “slap-bass” pattern here, slapping the strings on the rests. A subito 
piano (measure 64) announces a dramatic 2-measure transition to a shortened statement of the theme (measures 66-76), with the 
sections entering in stretto, round-like fashion. Provide careful attention to dynamics here. A fading coda (mm. 77-84) is punctuated by 
a final fortissimo unison G.

A recording of this piece can be downloaded at www.kendormusic.com

ANDREW H. DABCZYNSKI

Andrew H. Dabczynski is Emeritus Professor of Music Education at Brigham Young University in Provo (UT), where he founded the BYU 
“New Horizons Orchestra,” and was awarded BYU’s Joseph E. White Fellowship for Teaching and Learning. Dr. Dabczynski has held 
teaching and administrative positions at the Eastman School of Music in Rochester, NY and public schools in New York.  He received 
a B.M. degree in applied viola performance from the Eastman School, and a M.A. from the University of Connecticut. He also holds a 
Ph.D. in Music Education from the University of Michigan. As a performer, Dr. Dabczynski has played viola in the Rochester (NY) Philhar-
monic, the Hartford (CT) Symphony, the Portland (ME) Symphony, the Kalamazoo (MI) Symphony, and the Greenwich (CT) Symphony 
orchestras. Dr. Dabczynski has held a variety of national committee positions with the American String Teachers Association, where 
he was named “Higher Education Teacher of the Year” in 2005, and in 2014 awarded him for his “Outstanding Contributions to Music 
Education.”

He appears frequently as a clinician and guest conductor, and has produced over 120  works for string and full orchestra that are 
played regularly in concerts throughout the world.

INSTRUMENTATION
 1 - Full Score
 8 - 1st Violin
 8 - 2nd Violin
 3 - 3rd Violin (Viola T.C.)
 5 - Viola
 5 - Cello
 5 - Bass
 1 - Piano (opt.)
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