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Infroduction

By necessity wind players need to be versatile.
They often find themselves in very different
musical situations and need to adapt. Outside of
the jazz ensemble, saxophone players may also
perform in wind ensembles, marching bands, pit
orchestras, jozz combos and even symphony
orchestras. The key is to always understand
one’s role in an ensemble. Even in a jazz ensem-
ble there is a mental shift when moving from a
section part to a solo or improvisation. This col-
lection was designed to utilize different tech-
niques that will build the sax player’s versatility
within the jazz ensemble and beyond.

These three musical concepts can help you in
any situation: Breath, Body & Brain.

1. Play with a good quality sound. This is also
connected to playing in tune and dynamically.
One can’t exist without the other. This comes
from the breath.

2. Playing in time. In jazz there is usually a groove
to lock into. Even in a rubato or conducted
phrase there is still a natural way to place your
notes. This comes from the body.

3. Playing stylistically appropriate. If you can
control the first two elements on this list, you
have the skills to adapt your playing to the
correct musical style. This comes from the brain.

All of these elements come from listening.
Playing music is a form of communication. It's
longuage and the best way to learn any lan-
guage is to surround yourself with people who
are fluent. This means listening to recordings,
watching videos and seeing live musicians per-
form. The notes on the page are like the words in
a book. They are only an approximation of the
author/composer’s intent.

The rhythm section parts are optional, however
they will greatly enhance the performance.
Rhythm section only mp3s are available for
download on the Kendor website, and can be
used for rehearsals or performance. Full perform-
ance MP3s are also available for download at

www.kendormusic.com.
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The role of the sax
section in a jazz
ensemble

A jazz ensemble is a type of chamber ensemble.
Every musician must take responsibility for ensuring
that their individual part is performed accurately
and musically. A correctly balanced band will have
one person on each part. If that part is missing or
played incorrectly, it can affect the entire band.
Many school programs have more players than they
need, especidlly the sax section. It's recommended
that players swifch off to maintain an accurate
balance as intended by the composer. There are
always exceptions, but this is the goal.

The saxophone is one of the most personal instru-
ments in the ensemble. Every sax player has their
own sound just as every person has their own speak-
ing voice. As much as you may want to imitate your
favorite player, you’ll never truly sound like them.
And that’s not a bad thing! Take elements from
every great player and make you sound like the
best version of you. In addition to blending well as a
section, the saxophone can blend and compliment
well with frumpets, frombones and even the human
voice.

As a tight unit within the band, the saxes should
match articulations, inflections, vibrato, dynamics,
balance and phrasing. They can sound great play-
ing in unison, octaves, tight harmony and in a wide-
spread voicing. Since a typical section is comprised
of 2 altos, 2 tenors and a bari sax, they can cover a
range wider than any other section. The path to a
great sounding section is to balance all of the parts,
and understand their role in the in the big picture.

Individual roles
in the sax section

1st Alto or lead alto is more than just the highest
voice in the section. It is the musical leader in the
section, offen making decisions about breathing,
vibrato, inflections and general phrasing. A strong
lead player can indicate many of these choices
through their playing, but it’'s common to stop and
make a verbal decision. The lead alto should drive
the section by playing confidently with a full sound



and accurate time. They should also be aware of

when that role may be passed to another person.

When the full band is playing a phrase together all
the wind players should listen to the highest voice.
That's typically the lead trumpet.

The 2nd Alto chair is a surprisingly challenging role.
[t"s their responsibility to copy the 1st Alto wherever
they lead without overpowering them. The 1st Alio
should feel as though they’re harmonizing with
themselves. The 2nd Alto should be precise and
musical without deviating from the phrasing of the
lead player. It's not their place to play with too
much personality. Occasionally the alto saxes will
be paired with the trumpets. Because of how most
bands are set up, the trumpets may not be able to
hear the altos. That places the responsibility of
matching phrasing primarily on the altos.

The Lead Tenor is traditionally the jazz soloist but that
is less commonplace nowadays since there are
usually great soloists in every chair. That said, they
often have 1o switch between playing in the section
and stepping out as a soloist. It can take a moment
to mentally shift gears. As the other lead player in
the section, it's important to have a good relation-
ship with the lead alto. Most of the characteristics of
the 2nd Alto apply here. They need to defer to the
lead alto regarding phrasing. They may also find
themselves playing in unison with the frombones,
either playing a melodic figure or the same note of
a chord.

2nd Tenor is one of the hardest chairs in a section.
They often find themselves playing less melodic
parts in the low end of the horn. As always, they
should listen to the lead alto for phrasing, but they
may find that they have more notes in common
with the frombones or the bari sax.

The bari sax bounces back and forth as part of the
sax section and part of the frombone section. It's
also common that they have their own liftle solo
lines and punctuations. You can’t be shy while
playing bari sax! As part of the foundation of the
section and the band, the bari is often playing the
tonic notes with the bass and bass frombone. If
those notes are out of tune, it can derail the entire
band. When playing a sax soli they should follow the
phrasing of the lead alto and take notice that they
may be playing the same part an octave lower.
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About the music
Have A Good Life

Have A Good Lifeis a jazz ballad that features a lot
of independent lines for each saxophone. Bring out
the moving phrases and get out of the way during
the sustained parts. Over exaggerate the dynamics
while playing both lyrically and confidently. All of
the sustained notes should sfill be played melodical-
ly with direction. Explore ways of shaping dynamics
throughout the phrases. If a line goes up, add a
slight crescendo. Be tfuned into how the breath can
influence the phrasing. Although it’s a jazz feel
throughout, the 8th notes alternate between
straight and swung as marked. It goes into a double
fime swing feel but the 16th notes in the two meas-
ures leading up to measure 41 should sfill be
straight, followed by swing 16ths at 41. The bari sax
has a couple of pedal notes on measure 41 that
should be brought out. The climax of the piece hap-
pens at measure 49. The dynamics naturally lead to
it. It should be a big moment before it winds back
down to an inverted recap of the introduction. The
lead tenor can dictate the ritard in the last fwo
measures.

How ‘Bout That

How ‘Bout Thatis a light jazz waltz that begins with
only the saxes entfering one by one. It gradually gets
busier as each sax plays independently. Listen to
how they all piece together and keep the tempo
steady. The rhythm section is all in at measure15
with the altos in thirds and a unison countermelody
in the tenors. The bari part is often holding down the
bass. Take a look at measure 54. It looks odd but it’s
simply four evenly spaced notes in the space of
three. Much like the intro, measure 63 features each
sax entering individually until they finally all come
together at measure 77. The dynamic climax should
start at measure 93 before the final solo line in the
bari.

Must Be Nice

Must Be Nice is an easy swing based on rhythm
changes in the style of Thad Jones. The rhythm
section should keep it simple without overplaying.
The drummer should use brushes throughout and
approach it more like playing in a jazz combo.



Saxes should allow the dynamics to follow the line.
As the melody goes up it should crescendo. As it
goes down it should diminuendo, but don’t let the
direction of the line get weak. It should sfill lead to a
target note. That target is typically a strong beat or
the highest, longest note of the phrase. The lead
alto can really shape the music as long as the sec-
fion follows. After playing entirely in five-part harmo-
ny, measure 37 begins a section of written solos for
each sax that dovetails info the next solo. It all leads
up to the chromatic runs and drum breaks atr meas-
ure 71 before winding down to the final piano
chord.

Running And Jumping

Running And Jumping is an exciting fast swing. Start
rehearsing at a reasonable tfempo and gradually
speed up. You may find it's actually easier to play
faster, especially if you stay relaxed. After the infro.,
bring the dynamics down at measure 9 when it
goes to the unison sax melody. It's fempting to play
everything loud on a piece like this, but it's more
effective if you can have a wider range of dynam-
ics. The saxes restate the melody in five-part harmo-
ny at measure 25. Now you can start bringing out
the individual voices a little more. MOeasure 49 alter-
nates between unison and harmony on the accent-
ed notes, wrapping up with two-part harmony at
measure 53. A five-part sax soli begins at measure
57, switching to unison on the rhythm break at
measure 63. You should adjust your playing as you
alternate between individual parts and unisons. The
unisons should have a less personal sound and strive
for a common approach within the section.
Harmonized parts actually sound stronger when we
hear the individual voices. The drums should set up
the soft tag at measure 80 and the loud outro at
measure 85. If everyone in the band over exagger-
ates the dynamics and articulations on every piece
you play, it becomes way more effective to the
audience.
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Spring Fever

The bari sax sets up a tight funk groove on Spring
Fever. It is soon joined by the bass so they need to
listen and lock in together. The altos have the
melody in thirds at measure 9 followed by echoes of
James Brown at measure 17. At measure 25 the
tenors take over the melody, again in thirds, fol-
lowed by a full band unison riff that kicks off into the
solos. The solo section can be opened up for every-
one to play or trade. The G Dorian and G minor
blues scales will work great over the entire section.
The sax soli at measure 47 starts in unison, but
quickly splits info thirds and five-part harmony.
Always listen to hear how your part fits in with the
rest of the band. Funk funes should be played
rhythmically precise and articulated aggressively.
The marcato notes should be especially punchy.
The ending returns to the unison riff, but is extended
with some harmonized accents. Take it right out in
fime.

Over Macho Grande

Over Macho Grande is a Brazilian chart that can be
performed at the slower tempo as a cha-cha or the
faster cut time tempo as a samba. Over exagger-
ate the arficulations. The short notes should really
contrast with the long notes. The groove is
anchored by the montuno in the piano. Work to
lock in the rhythm with the rhythm section. The
melody is passed from the unison altos to the tenors
while the bari fills in the spaces. Take notice of when
the saxes are in unison and when they‘re harmo-
nized. At measure 25 it goes info two-part harmony
with the altos on one note and the tenors on the
lower. They break into five-part harmony for the first
fime at the bridge at measure 33. Always listen to
how your notes and rhythms fit in with the rest of the
band. There’s a rhythmic break at the end of meas-
ure 40 into 41. The saxes should play an articulated
tongue stop on beat 4. Everyone comes back in on
beat 2. The soloists can use the F Dorian scale for 4
bars followed by Eb Dorian for 4 bars. The suggested
solos use these scales along with a taste of the blues
scale. Don’t let the chart get too loud too soon. A
loud band can be exciting as long as it’s in tune
and in control. Let the piece naturally build to the
last shout chorus at measure 73.



Have A Good Life

duration 3:50
FULL SCORE
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