
Ja
zz

 Q
ue

st
 S
er

ie
s

TO THE DIRECTOR 

This Basie style swing chart is based on the chord changes to “Bye Bye
Blackbird” by Ray Henderson. The ensemble figures are accessible,
but represent good examples of the standard swing style. Listening to a
recording of the Basie band as a group (such as “Teddy the Toad” from
Atomic Basie) will be helpful. Have the students work to emulate the
Basie style on an isolated passage (e.g. measures 57-64). As always,
singing or playing such passages on a single pitch is an effective tech-
nique for unifying style.

The solo section at measure 41 largely stays in the key of F major, and
includes common progressions like ii-V and I-VI-ii-V. The chord pro-
gression in measures 49-52 is a great opportunity to teach guidetone
lines using the motion from root, to major 7, to minor 7, to the third of
the chord in measure 52. For advanced students, the chord progression
also includes more complex chords, such as diminished chords. This
section is open for any soloist, with solo sheets provided in all keys
which includes a sample written solo and scales that can be used to
encourage young players to create their own solo.

SoloMate recordings are available at kendormusic.com for new Kendor
and Doug Beach releases. This innovative resource lets students prac-
tice their solos by downloading professionally-recorded rhythm section
accompaniment tracks. A full recording of this chart can be downloaded
at www.kendormusic.com.
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A native of Springfield, Virginia, Ryan Adamsons is based in Chicago where he
is an active composer, performer, and educator. Ryan has received Bachelor of
Science Degrees in Jazz Studies and Brass Performance from the University of
Akron (OH), and also graduated with distinction from DePaul University in
Chicago (IL) with a Masters of Music concentrating in Jazz Composition. An
award-winning composer and sought after clinician, he has taught numerous
groups in the United States and Japan. He currently works as an Artist Advisor
at the Denis Wick/Vandoren Musician’s Advisory Studio in downtown Chicago,
and serves on the Board of Directors for the Chicago Jazz Orchestra as their
Director of Educational Programs. Ryan also chairs the mentoring program of
the Jazz Education Network, a project aimed at fostering young jazz musicians
in various fields of study and industry.

This chart playable by fewer than the standard number of instruments;
* above indicates essential parts.
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