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TO THE DIRECTOR

Here’s an exciting chart based on the chords to one of the great tunes
from the Thad Jones/Mel Lewis book.

Rhythmic accuracy and attention to articulations are always important,
maybe even more so in Latin charts. Have your players overdo the artic-
ulations at first to ensure they have the concepts down. You can dial this
back later if needed. All grace notes should be played on the beat (not
before). Eighth notes are to be played long unless indicated otherwise.

There are two solo sections. The first, at measure 45, is based on the
changes of the tune. Make sure your solo pickup in measure 44 is fiery!
The second solo section at measure 67 is shorter and is based on a
one-chord vamp. It should be bluesier and funkier than the first. Solo
sheets are provided in all keys for both solos, however, encourage your
students to “take the plunge” and improvise! Scales, arpeggios, and
some guide tone ideas for each solo section are included.

The pianist should always play with authority, especially in measures
1-4 and measures 63-66. The bass player should lean into the dynamics
when playing the melodic line, and when they are the foundation of the
ensemble sound. The guitar player has a few lines with the winds, be
sure their phrasing matches the winds.

SoloMate recordings are available at kendormusic.com for new Kendor
and Doug Beach releases. This innovative resource lets students prac-
tice their solos by downloading professionally-recorded rhythm section
accompaniment tracks. A full recording of this chart can also be down-
loaded at kendormusic.com.

MIKE DANA

Mike is on the faculty of Jazz Education Abroad, presenting week-long work-
shops and masterclasses in universities and conservatories in China, Thailand,
Hong Kong, Lebanon, and Cyprus. He is also quite active as a guest artist,
clinician, and honor ensemble director in the U.S. Mike studied with jazz guitar
legend Joe Pass, and has performed with Cannonball Adderley, Gary Burton, In-
grid Jensen, Allison Miller, Bob Mintzer, Bobby Shew, and many others. He holds
Bachelor’'s and Master’s degrees in composition from California State University,
Fresno, with additional studies at the Berklee College of Music and doctoral
studies Boston University.
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