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TO THE DIRECTOR

The title of this chart represents Louis Armstrong’s childhood home in 
New Orleans. Hence, the A theme employs a 2nd line groove with a “big 
four.” The fourth beat of every second bar is emphasized and suspend-
ed through the first beat of the following measure. When performed with 
a nuanced, yet deliberate approach, this creates a sense of forward 
momentum.

Juxtaposed with the groove, the melody and harmony of the A section 
evokes feelings of modern small-group jazz and should be approached 
as such. Somewhat dissonant rolled chords in the piano and option-
al vibes create an eerie mood throughout. The B section swings and 
provides contrast by sticking to tradition. Still, the key is to not overplay 
this section. Keep the same bounce of the 2nd line beat, but without the 
“big four.”

To ensure the most effective performance, pay close attention to the 
dynamics. The forte-pianos should be exaggerated to create the desired 
shape. 

The bari sax enjoys the solo (written or ad lib) on this chart, but the band 
is responsible for keeping the energy high throughout and must be in 
sync as one. Each individual part is of importance in this piece.

SoloMate recordings are available at kendormusic.com for new Kendor 
and Doug Beach releases. This innovative resource lets students prac-
tice their solos by downloading professionally-recorded rhythm section 
accompaniment tracks. A full recording of this chart can also be down-
loaded at kendormusic.com.
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