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Gregory Yasinitsky, Regents Professor of Music and Coordinator of Jazz Studies at Washington State University, is conductor of the Jazz Education Network All Stars Big 
Band, which includes some of the most acclaimed musicians in the world, and has written music especially for David Sanborn, Sean Jones, Clark Terry, Jeff Coffin, Dave 
Liebman and the USAF “Airmen of Note” big band. Yasinitsky’s music is performed in forty countries world-wide and he has performed with Randy Brecker, Marcus Printup, 
Tom Harrell, Ed Calle, Alex Acuna, Kirk Whalum, Claudio Roditi, Conrad Herwig, Sarah Vaughan, Ella Fitzgerald, Ray Charles, Louis Bellson, Stan Getz, Lionel Hampton, Lou 
Rawls, Manhattan Transfer, and many others.

This chart is a swinging shuffle blues with a fun Saxophone soli, an open section for blues solos and a richly scored, roaring ensemble section.

The Biscuit Shuffle should be played with a hard-swinging shuffle groove. Have your band listen to recordings of shuffles performed by the great Thad Jones/Mel Lewis 
band and the incomparable Count Basie band.

To master the Saxophone soli from measures 34 to 43, have your Saxophonists rehearse slowly and then gradually increase the tempo. In performance, have your 
saxophone section stand for this passage.

Pay close attention to dynamics. The Biscuit Shuffle includes dynamics which cover the entire spectrum—from soft to loud and everything in between.  Make sure that 
every member of the band, including the rhythm section, makes the most of these dynamic changes.

Encourage your soloists to improvise. The following two blues scales (concert) will work well everywhere throughout the open solo section: B≤, D≤, E≤, E, F, A≤, and B≤, C, 
D≤, D, F, G.   

I hope that you and your band enjoy The Biscuit Shuffle.

Greg Yasinitsky

The Biscuit Shuffle
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