
T
h

e
 T

h
re

sh
o

ld
 S

e
ri

e
s

Mind The Gap
style: xx • difficulty level: xx • duration 0:00

George Shutack

INSTRUMENTATION

Full Score
Solo Sheet
Alto Sax 1
Alto Sax 2
Tenor Sax 1
Tenor Sax 2
Baritone Sax
Trumpet 1
Trumpet 2
Trumpet 3
Trumpet 4
Trombone 1
Trombone 2
Trombone 3
Trombone 4

Guitar 
Piano
Bass
Drums

EXTRA SCORES & PARTS AVAILABLE

Distributed Exclusively By

D O U G  B E A C H  M U S I C  P R E S E N T S

TO THE DIRECTOR 

While most charts that are based on the chord changes to “I Got Rhythm” are
written for more advanced groups, “Mind the Gap” is scored at the medium level,
providing developing players with the opportunity to learn this important song
form. The first melodic statement at bar 9 should be articulated in a crisp 
manner. Also the rhythm section should be locked in to a “two” feel with bass
playing in half notes. The feel breaks into “four” on the bridge at measure 25,
then returns to a “two” feel on the final A section at measure 33.

The drummer should work around the ensemble figures at measure 41. The solo
section from measure 73-104 may be opened up for as many solos as desired.
A written solo is provided, but improvisation should be encouraged.
Backgrounds are cued at the discretion of the director.

Following the solo section, the full band leads to one more look at the melody
SoloMate recordings are available at kendormusic.com for new Kendor and
Doug Beach releases. This innovative resource lets students practice their solos
by downloading professionally-recorded rhythm section accompaniment tracks.
A full recording of this chart can be downloaded at www.kendormusic.com.

George Shutack is widely regarded as one of the leading composers of jazz
ensemble music for younger players. While he has written many more challeng-
ing works, he is best known for his charts at the grade 2-4 levels. A keyboard
player living in the Chicago area, George has been writing for Doug Beach
Music since 1978. In addition to being one of the core staff writers, he is also
responsible for many of the decisions regarding the company’s musical direction.
With over 125 compositions to his credit, George is one of the most active 
writers in jazz education today. 
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