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To The Director

Giuseppe Verdi composed the opera, Nabucco, in 1841. The title is a shortened Italian name for Nebuchadnezzar,
the Babylonian king known from Biblical stories to have tormented and exiled the Hebrew people from their home-
land. The opera deals with political and social issues drawn from this story. The first run of the opera was only 6 per-
formances as it opened very late in the season at La Scala in Milan, Italy, which is regarded as one of the leading
opera and ballet theatres in the world. Nabucco reopened in the fall of 1842 with 60 performances, and with this
run, truly established Verdi’s reputation as a composer.

This arrangement offers all of the themes from the original overture, including the popular Va pensiero, the chorus
of the Hebrew slaves. Here is a breakdown of the sections showing their relationships:

measures 1-23 - Chorale/Introduction in A major
measures 24 - 53 - Allegro (4/4 time) in D minor
measures 54 - 94 - Va pensiero (3/4 time) in F major
measures 95 - 121 - Allegro (cut time) in D minor
measures 122 - 165 - Allegro brillante in D major
measures 166 - 196 - same theme as measure 24 in D major
measures 197 - 226 - Coda

The opening chorale is gorgeous and is a wonderful opportunity for the cello section to have the spotlight. The cel-
los should strive to match the resonance of the low brass in the full orchestra version. The violas will change the
tone quite a bit, experiment with and without violas to find the optimum sound for your group.

The down up-up bowing occurs throughout the Allegro sections. This bowing is always a challenge for conductors
as there is a physical tendency of players to rush the second up bow. This will be a great teaching point when
preparing this piece, as students must learn to subdivide as a routine in their playing to keep accuracy in the
tempo.

A recording of this piece can be downloaded at www.kendormusic.com

DEBORAH BAKER MONDAY

Currently teaching in the Logan City School District, she is a cello/bass specialist working with 4th-8th grade students in seven schools. An
active Bass performer and private teacher, she has served as adjunct Bass instructor at Utah State University and has been on the faculty of
the ASTA with NSOA “Bass Fest” for three years. She co-authored the “Strings Extraordinaire” collection and her works have been published
with a number of leading educational music publishers. In 1999 Deborah was named the Utah ASTA with NSOA Elementary Teacher Of The
Year.
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