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To The Director

Audiences will be transported back to ancient Egypt in this haunting work inspired by Shu, the god 
of wind. Using authentic Egyptian motifs, this piece will capture the imaginations of players and audi-
ences alike.

The hand slaps used in the cellos and basses (measures 1-16 and later) create an ominous and primitive
effect. The player uses the palm of the left hand to slap the face of the instrument just below the shoul-
der. Have the players experiment to find the best sound. This should be a relaxed gesture, generating
just enough sound to be heard, but not so heavy as to endanger the instrument.

A recording of this piece can be downloaded at www.kendormusic.com

BRENDAN McBRIEN

With Bachelor and Masters degrees in music composition and conducting from California State University, Long Beach, Mr. McBrien’s works
for band and orchestra are published by many top publishers. He is an active adjudicator, clinician and honor group conductor, and has
served two terms as Vice President of Membership for the Southern California School Band and Orchestra Association. He is also a freelance
musician, composer, arranger, and contributing writer to The Instrumentalist magazine. His professional playing experiences have included
symphony orchestras, opera, musical theater, movie and television work. Mr. McBrien began teaching in the Irvine (CA) Unified School
District in 1988 where he has taught elementary, middle school and high school bands and orchestras. He is currently serving there as
Director of Instrumental Music at Rancho San Joaquin Middle School.  
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