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To The Director

This accessible arrangement for strings contains four popular character dances from Act Il of the ballet, where
Clara and the Prince travel to the Land of Sweefts that is ruled by the Sugar-Plum Fairy. These light pieces of dance
music celebrate sweets from around the world.

Chocolate (Spanish Dance) - This dance should be conducted in one. The 8th notes in measures 5-7 in the 2nd
Violin and Viola may be played either on or off-the-string, but off-the-string is stylistically preferable. In measures 8-
10 in Tst and 2nd Violins, the bow lifts are very small and quick. Violins should use 4th finger where indicated. In
measure 27, violins must draw a fast, staccato downbow on beat 1 and a slow upbow on the half note.

Coffee (Arabian Dance) - Mutes are called for in the orignal work and can be placed during the fermata rest.
Accents should be played as a gentle emphasis. The 16th notes in the bass represent the tambourine part from the
original work and should be prominent. | have marked the high D to be played with 1st finger for intonation stability
(the hand can be placed in the neck block - 4th position). At measure 62 in the st Violin part, a fingering to shift to
3rd position for the F natural is marked, but if students have not yet learned to shift, this passage can be played in
first position.

Ted (Chinese Dance) - Mutes should be removed during the fermata rest. 1st Violin upbows on the slurred 16th
notes should start in the middle of the bow. Make sure students use 4th finger where indicated. 2nd Violins and
viola must quickly switch from arco to pizzicato.

Trepak (Russian Dance) - Viola, cello and bass should play the two upbows as indicated in measure 137 with a
crisp articulation and some separation. Violins should play the 8th notes at measure 137 on fthe string staccato with
crisp articulation, and should not overpower the low sirings. The mezzo forte and crescendo at measure 159 is not
found in Tschaikowsky’s original score, however the work is offen performed in this manner. The stringendo begins
at measure 175.

A recording of this piece can be downloaded at www.kendormusic.com.
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KENDOR PRESENTS

Four Character Dances From The Nuicracker

by Peter llyich Tschaikowsky
arranged by Michael Hopkins

Grade 2+
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Four Character Dances From The Nutcracker - 4

Colffee (Arabian Dance)
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Four Character Dances From The Nutcracker - 5
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Four Character Dances From The Nutcracker - 7
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Four Character Dances From The Nutcracker - 8
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Trepak (Russian Dance)
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