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To The Director

Inspired by Aaron Copland’s famous Hoedown from the ballet Rodeo, this piece derives its energy from
the driving rhythms and accents.

For learning purposes, when two sections have the same rhythms, the players should all clap the
rhythms together, while placing emphasis on the accents: Violas/Cellos - measures 1-8, 2nd
Violin/Violas - measures 9-12, Cellos/Basses - measures 17-26, and so forth. If the 2nd Violin and Viola
players have difficulty playing the rhythm at measures 17-26, a rhythmic word phrase may be helpful.
For example:

Something fun to do during rehearsals which will provide rhythmic reinforcement is to have a couple of
percussion players from the band play snare drum and tambourine along with the strings, reading the
rhythms from the Viola part.

There are 4 different accents used in this piece:     ,     ,      and    . Practicing these forms of accents on
quarter note scales can help students improve their bowing skills, as they need to use different bow
lengths and arm weight to execute them properly.

A recording of this piece can be downloaded at www.kendormusic.com

LORIE GRUNEISEN

With a BM in Music Education from the Crane School of Music at SUNY Potsdam and a MM degree in Violin Performance from the University
of Connecticut, she has been a music educator for over 30 years. Mrs. Gruneisen has studied composition with Dr. Robert Washburn and Dr.
Paul Steinberg, and has written music throughout most of her career. She is a member of numerous performing groups, a string adjudicator
for NYSSMA, and currently teaches private violin and piano lessons.

Bows        go      long--                   up,   down and
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