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To The Director

This stirring selection will engage and motivate young players while presenting valuable learning oppor-
tunities.

In the allegro vivo sections at the beginning and measure 53, there are several challenges that will
need to be addressed. First, the prevalence of détaché bowing along with the accents will add to the
energy of the music. Help students to see how this creates contrast in the piece. Second, the dramatic
crescendos, especially from measures 9-17, will need careful attention so that the tempo remains
steady.

The first violin solo at measure 31 is optional but does add a nice touch to the performance. The lyrical
section, beginning at measure 33, will require a smoother, more connected bowing style. The two-note
slurs will also need attention and together with the legato approach, will help to accentuate the
expressive nature of this section.

Finally, make sure the 1st Violins are aware of the third space “C” that is played with the lower 2nd 
finger. Warm-ups on the G scale, with first violins playing theirs starting on second line G, will reinforce
this.

A recording of this piece can be downloaded at www.kendormusic.com.

FRANK J. HALFERTY

A graduate of Seattle  (WA) Pacific University and New Mexico State University, he has extensive experience teaching instrumental and
choral music from the elementary to college levels. Frank has also served as contest adjudicator in Texas and Washington, and an array of
his originals and arrangements for school musicians are available from several leading educational publishers.
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