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To The Director

Based on the 12-bar blues, this is a great opportunity to discuss the origins and characteristics of the
blues. 

This piece contains “blue notes”, notes that are lowered a half-step to suggest a melancholy sound. For
example, even though it is in the key of D major (F sharp and C sharp), there are occasional C naturals.
The 1st Violins even have some F naturals between measures 41-53.

A recording of this piece can be downloaded at www.kendormusic.com

LORIE GRUNEISEN

With a BM in Music Education from the Crane School of Music at SUNY Potsdam and a MM degree in Violin Performance from the University
of Connecticut, she has been a music educator for over 30 years. Mrs. Gruneisen has studied composition with Dr. Robert Washburn and Dr.
Paul Steinberg, and has written music throughout most of her career. She is a member of numerous performing groups, a string adjudicator
for NYSSMA, and currently teaches violin and piano lessons at the Holy Name of Jesus Academy, a boarding school for girls in Massena,
NY.
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