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To The Director

Although you may want to begin work on this piece in 4/4 time, the
straightforward rhythms will give your students a great chance to
strengthen their experience with cut-time signatures. It will be helpful to
have your students clap their parts before playing them to build their
rhythmic confidence. Once things start fitting together, start pushing your
players to get the “swing” of the accents that will add a sense of fun and
style to this music.

The hooked bowing technique used in this piece will encourage its devel-
opment in young players. All sections get their chance to work on this fun-
damental bowing skill. Unless they're in familiar melodic patterns, cut-time
eighth notes occur only in repeated pairs that fall into the “shuffle” style
which typifies much fiddle music. Time spent applying selected rhythm
patterns from this piece to scales during warm-up will also reward stu-
dents with a stronger, cleaner performance.

Additional fiddle techniques included in this piece will add a lot of fun
while providing extra challenges for your more capable students.

Double stops will be accessible to your more advanced players rather
quickly. Other players should divide up the notes, then add the complete
double stop when they're ready. If your students have continuing trouble
with the double stops, feel free to play the notes in divisi fashion. This will
preserve the style of the piece regardless of the level of your students.

For best effect, the final note of the glissandos (slides) between pitches
should be in tune. Some students may have trouble with these slides while
others will catch on quickly; those who do will carry the rest.

FRANK J. HALFERTY

A graduate of Seattle Pacific University and New Mexico State University, he has extensive
experience teaching instrumental and choral music from the elementary to college levels.
Frank has also served as contest adjudicator in Texas and Washington, and an array of his
originals and arrangements for school musicians are available from several leading edu-
cational publishers.
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