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To The Director

The popular holiday song, Carol Of The Bells, contains some challenging measures for young 
students. This arrangement presents the perfect solution by adding pirate style rhythms in place of the
melodic runs which keep the momentum going. The result is an exciting adventure style piece with the
iconic sounds of Carol Of The Bells. 

The basic rhythm patterns include combinations of quarter and eighths in 3/4 time. Notes include finger
pattern #1 on the G and D strings and pattern #2 (C natural) on the A string. This can be taught as a
scale starting on E (natural minor), many pieces for beginning strings are written in this key.

Teaching finger patterns will help improve intonation in your groups. Drill rhythm patterns on each, 
i.e., play pattern #1 on the D strings (D-E-F#-G-A-G-F#-E-D) with 1 whole note, then 2 half notes, then 4
quarter notes, then 8 eighth notes. This also reinforces the note values and their relationships in time.
Then repeat the drill with pattern #2 (D-E-F-G-A-G-F-E-D). Do not accept anything less than a proper
half step!

A recording of this piece can be downloaded at www.kendormusic.com

DEBORAH BAKER MONDAY

Currently teaching in the Logan City School District, she is a cello/bass specialist working with 4th-8th grade students in seven schools. An
active Bass performer and private teacher, she has served as adjunct Bass instructor at Utah State University and has been on the faculty of
the ASTA with NSOA “Bass Fest” for three years. She co-authored the “Strings Extraordinaire” collection and she is one of the leading con-
tributors to the repertoire for pedagogical string orchestra music. In 1999 Deborah was named the Utah ASTA with NSOA Elementary
Teacher Of The Year.
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