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Forward

This collection contains eleven familiar holiday songs from divergent ethnic groups arranged in two per-
formance formats: duet and string orchestra. These formats provide versatility and variety in meeting
the performance needs of beginning level string orchestras. In the duet arrangements each instrument
has the melody line and a harmony (duet) line. In the string orchestra arrangements each instrument
has two parts that follow standard instrumentation and allow for various instrument combinations
between upper and lower strings. Optional piano parts are included for duets and string orchestra and
can be used to strengthen any type or size of ensemble. The assignment of parts is as follows:

Duet String Orchestra

Violin A - B Violin A-B

Viola A -B Viola B-C

Cello/Bass A - B - Violin/Viola (Treble clef) B- C
CelloD-E
Bass E

Part A (Melody), Parts B, C, D, E (Harmony)

Performance Suggestions

All duets and string orchestra arrangements have introductions, repeated melodies, and Fine or Coda
endings. Thus, each arrangement can stand alone as a performance selection. Dynamics can be
added to enhance the performance of the ensemble and bring variety to repetitions. Depending on
the selection, the addition of ritardandos and fermatas may also be appropriate and musically satisfy-
ing.

Changing the instrumentation on repeats will add variety fo duets, string orchestras or the alternation
between them. In the part books, duet and string orchestra arrangements have been placed on facing
pages to insure an easy tfransition when an alternation between arrangements is desired. Many perfor-
mance combinations are possible. For example:

Duets:
¢ Individual instrument solo (Part A) with accompaniment
* Like instrument duets with accompaniment; i.e. Violin A, Violin B
* Different instrument duets; i.e. Viola A, Violin B; Violin A, Cello B; Cello A, Bass B.

String Orchesira:
¢ Standard instrumentation: Violin A, Violin B, Viola C, Cello D, Bass E
* Viola A, Violin B, Cello D, Bass E
* Violin A, Violin B, Cello E

String Orchestra and Duet Combinations:
* String orchestra, duet, string orchestra
* Solo (Duet Part A), duet, string orchestra

About The Arranger

Drawing from years of teaching experience in Utah’s Cache County School District,
Robert S. Frost’s expertise in the educational string field is recognized worldwide. With
graduate and undergraduate degrees from Utah State University, and a DME from
the University of Northern Colorado, he has served as president of the National School
Orchestra Association and the Utah Chapter of ASTA with NSOA.

His acclaimed string arangements appear in the catalogs of several top pUinshers
and on many selective music lists. His works have been performed frequently at the
Midwest Band and Orchestra Clinic.

Although retired from public school teaching, Bob remains active in the string education arena. In addi-
tion to writing and arranging, he maintains a private studio, conducts a community orchestra, and
adjudicates local solo and ensemble festivals.
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Benjamin Hanby

Up On The Housetop
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English folk tune

We Wish You A Merry Christmas

Allegro con brio
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O Come, All Ye Faithful

(Adeste Fideles)
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tfraditional
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African-American spiritual
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18th Century English carol

God Rest Ye Merry Gentlemen
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16th Cenfury French tune

Ding! Dong! Merrily On High
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DUET VERSION

(Orch. Version - p. 38)
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Allegro moderato

La Pinata

Mexican folk song
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MQ'OZ TZUI' Hebrew folk song

DUET VERSION

(Rock Of Ages)

(Orch. Version - p. 41)
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Bass play lower note
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We Wish You A Merry Christmas

Allegro con brio

STRING ORCH. VERSION
(Duet Version - p. 4)

English folk Tune
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